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service, and to Muslim loyalty"15. Thus have all middle
classes in India cautiously expressed their first slight dis-
content.
From about 1912, however, the Muslim middle classes
too began to turn anti-British. The nationalist movement
during the following decade was consequently formidable.
We shall study it at greater length in due course. Suffice
it here to say that whereas communalism continued, in the
sense that to an important degree both Muslims and Hindus
fought the government as communities, each with its own
organization and ideology, nevertheless the two groups,
however distinct, co-operated against their common foe. At
the culmination of the movement after the war, Muslims
and Hindus fraternized, and rejoiced in their co-operation
and unity, to an unprecedented degree.
But when this nationalist movement was at its peak, and
enthusiasm was raised to fever heat, it was abruptly discon-
tinued. Gandhi's surrender after Chauri Chaura came as a
sudden and devastating shock. There followed years of
expansive profits and satisfied loyalty for a minute group of
Indian capitalists; but for most of the country there was
nothing but a sudden, hopeless, inactive discontent, that was
emotionally intense, even morbid. The Muslims1 leaders had
throughout been somewhat more radical than Gandhi, and
their middle class supplied very few of the capitalists who
eventually capitulated. It was easy, therefore, for many
Muslims, who had been communally conscious all during
the struggle, to feel that they had been betrayed by ' the
Hindus1, and-to regret their alliance with that community.
The large majority of Hindus also suffered, dazed and un-
comprehending. The lower middle classes and central middle
classes of both groups sank into an aimless discontent. (The
fact was that both had been betrayed by the haute bour-
geoisie.) Much of their frustrated emotion found its way
into communal bitterness. Even the lower classes imbibed
something of the poisoned atmosphere : every struggle of the
dispossessed was given a communal -tinge. From this period
communalism has been a serious and all-pervading vitiation